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To the Editor 

Ralph E. Lukers laudatory review of Ger- 
ald Posners Killing the Dream (March 2000 
JAH) falls short of history standards. 

Posners record with Case Closed on ;fks 
assassination ought to have alerted Luker to 
the potential for a similar trampling of histor- 
ical principles. There in order to convert the 
subject for purposes not historical he com- 
mitted literally hundreds of factual errors and 
used a variety of devices — omissions, fake 
map, invented “facts," and misrepresentations, 
which numerous responsible reviewers copi- 
ously reported. ,0 \ t o M 

Failing to heed that flag Luker could have 
read Harold Wcisbergs Whoring with History: 
How the Gerald Posners Protect the King Assas- 
sins , a 472 page fact by fact refutation of Pos- 
ner told exclusively in terms of the official 
and freely available evidentiary base by a sub- 
ject matter master who is not a theorist. 

Extensive and profound errors abound. For 
example, in a 1974 federal court trial for the 
first time James Earl Ray had an opportunity to 
question the official assertions and alleged evi- 
dence against him with officials and witnesses 
placed under oath. The trial examined and 
refuted the evidence against Ray without dis- 
pute or appeal. Although aware of its existence 
Posner does not mention this exculpation of 
Ray, the complete refutation of the states case. 

The bullet in Kings body could not be con- 
nected to the rifle. The rifle could not be 
connected to the crime. It was not even 
swabbed to see if it had been fired since last 
cleaned, a common and cheap test that the 
fbi performed on more than a dozen totally 
irrelevant rifles but avoided on the rifle it pro- 
claimed the murder weapon. Witnesses saw 
the blanket-wrapped rifle dropped on the 
street before the shot was fired. News photo- 
graphs taken immediately after the shot show 
the bathroom window opening too little to 
enable a scoped rifle to fire through it. Addi- 
tionally, inside the small bathroom the way 
the Shelby County police and fbi said the rifle 
was fired would have required the back of the 
shooter and rifle butt to have been inside the 
wall when allegedly fired. 
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There are acute problems with Pbsncrs 
sources. As one example: through ignorance 
or deliberate obfuscation or both Posner con- 
standy footnotes to “murkin." But that is a 
fbi acronym not the file number, murkin 
records contain aver a million pages in three 
score independent field offices, which, as 
dted, cannot be checked. When through 
occasional fortune a few sources were located 
erroneous and distorted use of their informa- 
tion was sometimes found to be the case. This 
is not history s method. 

Lukers denigration of Oliver Stones cine- 
matic corruption of history is well taken, but 
he fails to see that his Posner is merely a Twee- 
dle Dum to Stones Tweedle Dee — and that 



right after breakfast. 

His instructional homily to the King fam- 
ily is gratuitous, misconceived, and improper « 
for a review in the JAH. What eke could the i«d 
King family do? With historians deaf, with g 
justices doors shut, and with Ray exculpated * 
in public and with the official evidence, they L 
mistakenly appealed to theorists, the only 
apparent open path in a world where profes- 
sionak had ceased to be their brothers keeper. « 

Our history is too precious to be 
Posnerized — corrupted and manipulated in** 



the quest for private ends. 



David R. Wrone 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin 



